
Schedule for Reading the Psalms
From The Book ofCommon Prayer

In 1549 the first English language prayer
book was issued. It was then and is still known

as The Book of Common Prayer. It was pub
lished during the reign of Edward VI of Eng
land (son of Henry VIII and half brother of
Elizabeth I, who would be Queen from 1558-
1603). Included in the BCP were the wedding
service we still know, funeral services, along
with words, prayers, and directions for all sorts
of worship settings. Also included was a
schedules for reading most of the Bible each
year and the Psalms each month.

The schedule for the Psalms on the right of
this page has remained the same in every Book
ofCommonPrayer since 1549, whether Angli
can or American Episcopalian. It was included
in the first edition of the King James Bible. It
was a revision of earlier schedules for reading
the Psalms. Some of these went back another

1,000 years. Among other changes from these
earlier traditions, this schedule is less ambi
tious. It only expects you to read the Psalms
through once each month (rather than once a
week or even once each day).

Even at a monthly pace, anyone who keeps
to the schedule will, in time, come to know the
Psalms rather well.

In this schedule the Psalms are divided into

roughly equal parts. There is a section for
morning prayers and another for evening pray
ers. It will take most people about five minutes
to read a single section or about ten minutes a
day. I have followed this since 1983, though
not perfectly. It has been a great blessing. In
more recent years I have taken to reading the
Psalms through in two months. The numbers in
brackets guide this two month schedule.

Jesus and the Jewish world around him

knew the Psalms. Many would have known
them all by heart.

I commend this practice to you. Please, give
it a try.

Bill Ehlig, AD. 2015

day of
month

Morning Psalms Evening Psalms day of
month

1//7 1—5 6—8 1/27

2/3/ 9—11 12—14 2 [4]

3/5/ 15—17 18 3 [6]

4/77 19—21 22—23 4/87

5/9/ 24—26 27—29 5 [10]

6 [11] 30—31 32—34 6 [12]

1 [13] 35—36 37 7 [14]

8/757 38—40 41-^3 8/7*7

9 [17] 44-^6 47—49 9 [18]

\0[19] 50—52 53—55 10 [20]

11/277 56—58 59--61 11 [22]

12 [23] 62—64 65—#7 12 [24]

13 [25] 68 69—70 13 [26]

U[27] 71—72 73—74 14 [28]

15 [29] 75—77 78 15 [30]

16 [1] 79—81 82—85 16/27

17/3/ 86—88 89 17 [4]

18/57 90—92 93—94 18/67

19/77 95—97 98—101 19/8/

20/57 102—103 104 20 [10]

21 [11] 105 106 21 [12]

22 [13] 107 108—109 22 [14]

23 [15] 110—113 114—115 23 [16]

24 [17] 116—118 119:1-32 24 [18]

25 [19] 119:33-72 119:73-104 25 [20]

26 [21] 119:105-144 119:145-176 26 [22]

27 [23] 120—125 126—131 27 [24]

28 [25] 132—135 136—138 28 [26]

29 [27] 139—141 142—143 29 [28]

30 [29] 144—146 147—150 30 [30]




